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Everybody loves a picnic. It’s been around for hundreds of years and although 

it’s changed a little in this time, one thing is sure; there is nothing like dining 

‘al fresco’ (in the open air) with your friends or family, especially on a 

beautiful summer’s day. 

It was during the Victorian times that picnics became a common practice 

among all the social classes. In 1861, Mrs Beeton in her Book of Household 

Management gives detailed instructions on how to hold a picnic. 

For a picnic attended by forty people, she insisted that one should have 

among many other things, the following tasty foods 

 

• cold roast beef,  

• four meat pies,  

• four roast chickens,  

• two roast ducks,  

• four dozen cheesecakes  

• and one large cold plum pudding.  

• To quench the picnickers’ thirst, three dozen quart bottles of beer 

were on the menu, as well as claret, sherry and brandy. 

 

When I showed this to my wife, she handed me her supermarket club card!! 
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In the children’s novel Wind in the Willows (1908) Ratty gives Mole (who is 

feeling rather peckish and inquisitive) a breakdown of the contents of the 

picnic basket stowed beneath the seat of their boat  

 

‘There’s cold chicken inside it’, replied the Rat briefly: 

‘cold tongue, cold ham, cold beef, pickled gherkins,  

salad French rolls, cress sandwiches, potted-meat, 

ginger beer, lemonade, soda water ’ 

‘O stop, stop!’ cried the Mole in ecstasies.  

‘This is too much!’ 

‘Do you really think so?’ enquired the Rat seriously. ‘It’s only what I always 

take on these little excursions; and the other animals are always telling me 

that I’m a mean beast and cut it very fine!’ 

 

For many, nowadays, the contents of the picnic basket are very different to 

what Ratty described. We all have our own preferences. Me, I’m happy when 

there are bags of Tayto and ice cold drinks! 

The 18th of June 2020 is International Picnic Day with the week 22nd to 

28th of June dedicated to this very enjoyable pastime. 

Unfortunately, it is not a good time to have picnics. Even the Taoiseach 

________________________________ raised a few eyebrows for having 

one with friends recently in the Phoenix Park!!  By the way, who resides/lives 

in the Phoenix Park? _________________________________________ 

Anyway, you have to organise a picnic for your family and some close 

relatives. Where would you hold the picnic; at the beach, lakeshore, 

riverbank, a forest park or somewhere else? ________________________ 
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First of all though, you need to find out how many will be able to attend. 

Send a text on the phone below to those on the list letting them know  

 

1. where the picnic is 

being held 

2. starting & finishing 

times 

3. what they will need to 

bring with them, 

clothing, sun cream 

etc   

and finally asking  

4.  whether they will be   

able to attend or not  

 

You can use SMS  

(Short Message 

Service) language 

when sending text 
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Do you know what these SMS letters mean? 
 

SMS Meaning 

PLS  

U  

HRU  

IC  

B4  

CUL  

LOL  

UR  

HAND  

 

They’ve all responded and are delighted with the idea of having a picnic get 

together especially as you’re making the food. You run a very successful 

catering business! Time to plan. 

What cutlery do you need? Plates, knives, forks, spoons, cups/glasses 

etc Make a list 

 

Utensils Quantity 
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You can turn your attention to the picnic food. Make a list of all the 

ingredients/foods you will need and the quantities (the amount of each item 

you will need)  

Remember, you don’t want to be compared to Ratty whom the other 

animals considered mean when it came to food quantities. Better to have 

extra… just in case 

 

My Picnic  

Food Quantity Estimated Cost 
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You have a lot of sandwiches to make so you have asked a friend to help out. 

Give him/her clear instructions on how to make a sandwich. You do not have 

to fill in all ten boxes 
 

Making Sandwiches…My Way! 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 
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Draw the contents of one of your picnic baskets 

 

 



Literacy/Gola/Mr. Conlon                                             Student: _________________ 

Colour the Picnic Basket you prepared for Aunt Mary and Uncle Joe below 
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My Picnic Memory 

Think about a time when you went on a picnic and write about it 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________          

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Draw an image from that day 
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Colour the Picnic scene 
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Help the family find a baseball, beach ball, camel, candy cane, carrot, 

crayon, doughnut, eye, five ladybirds, football, hairbrush, happy face, 

heart, hose, ladder, nose, paintbrush, pants, pencil, pickle, pie, pizza, 

potato, puppy, saw, toothbrush and yo-yo 
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Below are two pictures, the first one painted in 1865 by Claude Monet and 

the other in 1876 by James Tissot. Both men were French. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Literacy/Gola/Mr. Conlon                                             Student: _________________ 

Examine each painting. Look closely at each one.  

 

Which one do you like better? ___________________________________ 

 

Why do you like this one? Give three or more reasons 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Choose one of the paintings and compose five questions about it 

One of the questions must look for an opinion. For example, what do you think 

the woman drinking tea is looking at? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 


