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Heraldry/Family Coat of Arms/Family Crest 

 

To complete this exercise, you’ll probably need to visit 

www.irishsurnames.com for information on your family’s coat of arms 
 
 

Heraldry or coats of arms began in the late medieval period and was a way 

of recognition on the battlefield or at tournaments. Later they were used 

as a means of identifying property and families.  

 

What is your surname in Irish? ________________________________ 

 

Describe your Coat of Arms/Family Crest 

Are there any animals, beast or plants on it? ______________________ 

What does the animal/beast/plant stand for? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

What colours are on your Family Crest? What do those colours stand for? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Are there any other symbols on your Family Crest? 

 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.irishsurnames.com/
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If you could design a new Coat of Arms for your family, what would it 

look like?  What animals, colours and objects would you choose and why?  

You can use the picture below or design your own shape 
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Write about the new coat of Arms 

 

What colours did you choose and why? 

 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

What animals/plants did you choose and why? 

 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

Return to your actual family Coat of Arms. From what county of 

Ireland does your family name originate? ________________________ 

In which province is this county? _______________________________ 

What is the main town in this county? ___________________________ 

Name a river in this county ___________________________________ 

Is your county in the north, south, east or west of the country? ________ 

Is it an inland or coastal county? _______________________________ 

What is the nickname of this county? ___________________________ 
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Colours on the Coat of Arms and their Meaning 
 

 

 

 

Colours on the Coat of Arms  
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Colour Meaning Image 

 

Or (Gold) Generosity, respect, virtue             

Argent (Silver or 

White) 
Sincerity, Peace, wisdom             

Purpure (Purple) Justice, Sovereignty, Regal             

Gules (Red) Warrior, Martyr, Military Strength             

Azure (Blue) Strength, Loyalty             

Vert (Green) Hope, loyalty in love             

Sable (Black) Constancy, Grief             

Tenne or Tawny 

(Orange) 
Worthwhile Ambition             

Sanguine/Murray 

(Maroon) 
Victorious, Patient in Battle        
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